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4 Common Touchups Your Home Likely Needs 
Preventative maintenance is something we’re used to doing on our vehicles, but what 

about our homes? Don’t wait for a major problem to arise before tackling projects around 

your house; a little bit of maintenance can go a long way in ensuring your home remains 

efficient for years to come. Here are 4 areas of your home that may need some attention: 

Roof: A well-constructed roof should last for 30 years, but some shingles may need to be 

replaced before that. As a general rule, tiles and shingles need to be replaced if they’re 

curled, cracked, or bent. You also need to replace any metal flashing that’s bent or 

warped.  

Exterior Walls: Putting a fresh coat of paint on your home can have a huge impact on its 

curb appeal, especially if the home’s current paintjob is old, cracked, or peeling. If you 

don’t have the budget to paint the whole exterior, considered applying a fresh coat to 

your trim to brighten up the appearance of the exterior.  

Front Door: Consider painting your front door to freshen it up and beautify your             

entranceway. Replace worn out weather stripping to improve your energy efficiency.   

Windows: Modern windows usually last for decades, but some occasional maintenance is 

still required. To improve the energy efficiency of your home, consider re-sealing around 

windows and replace any panes that have broken vapor barriers. You can usually tell 

when a vapor barrier has been compromised as the pane in question will appear foggy. 

If you need a recommendation for a vendor to help with these or any other home   

maintenance projects, give me a call! — 
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Real Estate Reality TV Myths 
Whether it be on a rainy weekend or the occasional sick day, 
chances are you’ve been sucked into an HGTV binge. Whether 
you’re getting your fix from House Hunters, Property Brothers, 
or Love It or List It, the real world of real estate is not how it 
seems on TV. Here’s  reality check: 

Myth: Buyers look at 3 homes and decide to purchase one of 
them. Truth: There may be buyers that fall in love and buy 
the first house they see, but according to the National           
Association of Realtors, the average homebuyer tours 10 
homes as a part of their search.  

Myth: The buyers haven’t made a purchase decision yet. 
Truth: Since there is no way to show the entire buyer process 
in a 30 minute show, TV producers often choose buyers who 
are further along in the process and have already chosen a 
home to buy.  

Myth: If you list your home for sale, it will ALWAYS sell at 
the open house. Truth: Of course, this would be great! Open 
houses are a great tool to expose your home to more           
potential buyers, but they are only one piece of the overall 
marketing of your home. Keep in mind that many homes are 
sold during regular showing appointments as well.  

 

     

 

M A R K E T  W A T C H  

 Winter in the  
NC Mountains 

It’s easy to cozy up and stay 
inside on the couch during the 
darker and colder winter 
months, but why not embrace 
the winter weather an plan a 
weekend getaway to the North 
Carolina mountains?! NC has 
some prime ski destinations 
including Beech Mountain, 
Sugar Mountain, and Appala-
chian Ski Mountain. Don’t have 
the balance for skiing? 
Hawksnest Snowtubing Park 
offers family-friendly tubing 
complete with lifts to take you 
and your tube back to the top. 

If you’re looking for a more 
relaxing mountain getaway, 
plan a spa weekend at the Old 
Edward’s Inn and Spa or the  
Omni Grove Park Inn. Soak in 
rejuvenating mineral water at 
the Hot Springs Resort and 
Spa—Cherokee legends say 
the water has healing powers! 
The winter is an excellent time 
to visit Asheville’s Biltmore   
Estate when the mansion is 
less crowded and admission 
prices are at their lowest.  

 

For your next corporate 

event or family gathering, 
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 call Amy Lin 

919-481-2366 

 

     

The Triangle real estate market is still experiencing a      
shortage of inventory, making it a seller’s market. However, 
even with demand high and inventory low, most buyers are 
not willing to settle. Homes that have been poorly           
maintained, lack updates, and are not staged well are sitting 
stagnant despite high demand. Buyers are more willing to 
get into a bidding war over a move-in ready home than to 
take on the work of an outdated, ill-maintained property. 
Strategic updates and staging are key in today’s market. 
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How Long Can This Economic Recovery Last? 
 

5 Ways to Save 15 Minutes in the 
Morning 

Who hasn’t wished for more hours in the day? Even just a few extra 
minutes can make a difference in a busy day! Here are five things 
you can do to put a little time back into your morning.  

 Prep food the night before. Whether it’s your breakfast or the 
family’s lunches, morning time can easily be sucked up with 
food prep. Consider sacrificing a little time in front of the TV the 
night before and get all of your morning food tasks out of the 
way instead.  

 Lay out all your exercise gear. Getting all your gear—clothes, 
socks, shoes, headphones, yoga mat—together in one place will save you 
precious time in the morning AND gives you one less excuse for skipping 
that dreaded morning workout!  

 Don’t watch tv in bed. Getting to bed earlier will enable you to start your 
day earlier, an obvious way to build more time into your morning routine. 
Screen time before bed keeps your mind stimulated, making it harder to 
go fall asleep. Swap the Netflix binge for a good book instead. Reading will 
relax you and having you snoozing in no time.  

 Leave your smartphone in another room. Use an old fashioned alarm 
clock to wake you in the morning so you’re not starting off the day by 
reaching for your phone and getting sucked in by social media, emails, and 
other countless notifications. If you must have your phone bedside, be 
sure to put it on ‘do not disturb’ mode and set screen time limits during 
your morning routine.  

 Leave a little mess behind. While you don’t want to come home to chaos, 
it’s ok to leave a few dishes in the sink or a couple of belongings out of   
order. Part of carving out more time for what is important to you is      
learning to let go of perfection, so learn to prioritize what matters most 
and what’s ok to skip.  

  

 

 

What is North Carolina’s state  
vegetable?  

Be the first person to call in and 
provide the correct answer and 

you’ll win a prize! 

If your home’s interior is   
feeling a bit tired, it might be 

time for new flooring!  

Call Mel Danvers 
for an in-home consultation! 

919-362-6211 

 
The economy is currently experiencing the longest recovery in our nation’s history. The stock 
market has hit record highs while unemployment rates are at record lows. Home price              
appreciation is beginning to reaccelerate. But just how long can this economic recovery last?  

The Wall Street Journal’s Survey of Economists recently called for an economic slowdown 
(recession) in the near future. The most recent survey, however, now shows that economists are 
pushing that timetable back. When asked when they expect a recession to start, 42.5% of the 
economists in the previous survey projected between now and the end of the 2020. The most 
recent survey, however, showed that percentage to drop to 34.2%. 29.3% speculate a recession 
will start in 2021, 14.6% say 2022, while the remaining 21.9% project a recession to begin in 
2023 or beyond. Like the economists surveyed by the WSJ, most experts are still predicting a   
recession will likely occur sometime in the next few years.  

Real estate is impacted by the economy (and the consumer’s belief in the strength of the      
economy). The fact that most economic experts are calling for the recovery to continue through 
2020 means that the housing market will also remain strong for the foreseeable future.  

 Call 919-469-6539 


