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Outdoor Projects For Spring 2021 

Most of us are suffering from an acute case of cabin fever these days. It is not surprising 

that outdoor space has become more important than ever. Many residents in the Triangle 

are looking to update and improve their outdoor areas, even a minor landscaping refresh 

can make a big difference and increase curb appeal.  

The first upgrade that could attract buyers is an in-ground pool. Bill Walker, chief oper-

a�ng officer of Kukun, a web resource for home improvements, says that pools have been 

becoming more popular in areas that they weren’t before. This certainly applies to the 

Triangle Area. If you have a deck at home, consider refinishing the wood and repairing 

any damaged areas. If you have the space, installing a deck will certainly set your home 

apart from the rest. Now that spending time outside has made a comeback, so has gar-

dening! A perfect way to test your green thumb and add a unique outdoor feature to your 

home is to design a small garden. The odds of a potential buyer having pets or kids is 

high, so fencing in your yard can be very appealing to a large demographic. Lastly, take a 

look at your front yard landscaping and consider an upgraded aesthetic. After all, it is the 

first thing a prospective buyer sees when they do a drive-by or view your home! 

One thing to keep in mind is that we are hitting a very busy season for contractors in the 

area. Hiring a reputable contractor might require a little bit of patience as they are likely 

heavily booked this spring. If you are thinking about revamping your outdoor spaces and 

would like to know how it may affect your resale value, call me to discuss your specific 

situation to be sure you are getting local, timely information and facts related to the 

2021 real estate market.    — 
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4 Front Yard Updates You 
Shouldn’t Forget About 

Did you know that an unkempt exterior could deter poten�al buyers from 

even se=ng foot in the door? That's right. A shoddy-looking front yard 

could undermine all that hard work you put into beau�fying the inside of 

your home, and that could jeopardize your chances of selling.  Don't let 

your home's exterior fall to the wayside. Whether your front yard is in 

need of a few tweaks or a full face-li@, the following �ps will help boost 

your home's curb appeal and make sure everything matches.  

1. Replace your garage door—Garage doors tend to be large, so they're 

a major architectural element of your home. Replacing one can be 

costly, but this one upgrade could help sell your house faster.  

2. Do a front door audit—The first thing poten�al buyers see as they 

walk up to your home is your front door. The door can give house 

hunters a hint of your design sense and what decor delights await 

them on the other side.  

3. Complement your colors—Choosing the right colors for the inside of 

your home takes careful thought and considera�on. But no maDer 

what paint you choose, make sure the paleDe transi�ons smoothly 

from exterior to interior.  

4. Refresh your landscape—The American Society of Landscape         

Architects recommends that homeowners invest 10% of a home’s 

value in landscaping. A well-manicured front yard can be eye candy to 

poten�al buyers.  

 

     

 

M A R K E T  W A T C H  

 Plan an NC  

Couple’s Trip 

One of the very few fun things 

about “adul�ng” is having the 

opportunity to go on trips with 

your friends who are also cou-

pled up. Pitch in to stay at an I-

wish-we-lived-here beach 

house that will be your home 

base for some quality �me  

exploring North Carolina’s  

barrier islands. The Outer 

Banks towns of Nags Head and 

Kill Devil Hills will keep your 

group entertained with night-

life and dining choices, and 

they also have easy access to 

the famous wild horses in    

Corolla and historic Roanoke 

Island. To soak in the beauty of 

OBX, load up your rented off-

road vehicle and hit the sand, 

or book a cruise and view the 

island chain from the Atlan�c 

Ocean. Adventurous folks 

should consider reserving one 

of the dozens of adventures 

through KiDy Hawk Kites, 

which offers hang gliding,   

parasailing and paragliding  

lessons that might just turn 

out to be the highlight of your 

trip. 

 

It’s �me for your spring 

HVAC checkup! 

 

 

919-500-0087 

 

     

As we move into a more hopeful situa�on regarding the  

pandemic, the spring market will remain strong despite     

rising mortgage rates and prices. We can expect the current 

seller’s market to con�nue as inventory remains notably low. 

New construc�on that will be ready for move-in this summer 

is sparse. If you’re set on new construc�on, be sure to plan 

at least 6 months out.  
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Is Granite On Its Way Out? 
 
According to the Na�onal Kitchen and Bath Associa�on, granite countertops are in less demand today, while the 

use of quartz is on the rise. Why? For one thing, man-made quartz countertops are offered in a far greater range of 

looks and feels. Reason number two: it’s a bit easier to maintain over the long haul, and it’s deemed a beDer envi-

ronmental choice because it emits lower levels of radon—a poten�ally cancer-causing agent. To be fair, the Envi-

ronmental Protec�on Agency (EPA) maintains the radioac�ve materials in granite countertops are far too minus-

cule to pose a health threat. So what, exactly, is a quartz countertop? It’s made of engineered stone, composed of 

at least 90% ground-up quartz mixed with a binder (like resin) then molded into a slab. Because pigment is added 

during the manufacturing process, the sky’s the limit when it comes to color. And quartz is non-porous and fairly 

resistant to stains, mold and bacteria. Unlike granite countertops, which require periodic resealing to maintain their 

beauty, quartz is low-maintenance, needing only regular cleanings with soap and water or a mild detergent. Quartz 

can be more impervious than granite to cracking or chipping under average condi�ons, although it is not quite as 

heat-proof. Most manufacturers recommend using a trivet when placing scalding hot pots or pans on a quartz 

countertop. Apart from durability and maintenance, quartz comes in an infinite variety of designs, ranging in look 

and feel from sleek solid colors to organic-looking varia�ons that resemble real substances found in nature, like 

veined marble. It can have a smooth and shiny finish or a so@er, brushed feel (almost suede-looking). Choose wise-

ly because the design can make a huge difference in the look and feel of a room. Quartz counters may be a bit more 

expensive, up to 10 percent higher in cost than their granite counterparts, but shopping around and resealing over 

the years can mi�gate any cost differences. So, what side are you on? Natural stone mined from the earth or a man

-made varia�on? 

How To Save For Retirement 
Having a student loan payment each month as a college graduate leaves 

liDle room in the budget to contribute to a re�rement savings account. 

College grads without student loans are much more likely to save for re-

�rement. By the �me they reach age 30, grads without student loans are 

predicted to have double the amount saved for re�rement as individuals 

with student loans, according to a study by the Center for Re�rement Re-

search at Boston College. What can those with student loan debt do to fix 

this?                                                                                                                          

Pay Your Student Loans First 

If you can’t afford to save for re�rement and pay your student loans at the 

same �me, then start by working to wipe out your debt first. It’s a debt 

cycle that will con�nue if you don’t tackle it. Most federal loan borrowers 

are allowed up to 10 years to repay their student loans, and those with more than 

$30,000 in federal student loans can have up to 25 years to repay, according to the 

Consumer Financial Protec�on Bureau. This long window could be incen�ve enough 

to stretch out payments.                                                                                                        

Start Saving 

Try to find money to put toward re�rement. The earlier you save, the more money 

you’ll have at re�rement. A general rule is that for every 10 years you delay saving for 

re�rement, the amount you need to save per month roughly doubles. Someone in 

their 20s may need to save just 5 percent of their income to have a good re�rement 

fund. But wait un�l your 30s and it is closer to 10 percent.                                              

Use the Right Tools 

A workplace 401(k) or tradi�onal individual re�rement account will typically make 

your contribu�ons tax-deduc�ble. This allows you to save money now on your taxes. 

If your employer matches your contribu�ons, it’s like giving yourself a raise that you’ll 

enjoy when re�red. If you don’t contribute, you won’t get those matching funds.             

Change Your Budget 

If contribu�ng to a re�rement fund now isn’t in your budget, make room for it. Cut 

expenses such as excessive dinner ou�ngs, and you should find enough money to get 

your re�rement savings going. 

 
 

 

 

Which NC city is known as the 

Furniture Capital of the World? 

Be the first person to email us 

and provide the correct answer 

and you’ll win a prize! 

Whether you are a tenant 

or a landlord, call  
 

919.655.3950  

 Email: amy@amyshair.com 


